Epidural mass associated with lack of efficacy of epidural morphine and undetectable CSF morphine concentrations.
A case is presented in which epidurally administered morphine failed to provide the expected extent and duration of pain relief. The patient had severe back pain in the upper lumbar and low thoracic regions and epigastric pain which was presumed to be caused by widespread metastatic deposits in the vertebral column from a prostatic carcinoma. The lack of clinical effect of epidural morphine was shown to be related to the unexpected presence of an epidural mass which was located below the dermatomal region for the patient's pain. Myelography and a CT scan indicated that the mass effectively compressed the subarachnoid space, thereby preventing the rostral spread of morphine in the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) following lumbar epidural administration, resulting in inadequate pain relief.